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Suzanne Womack
Clifton Court, L.P,
3619 Land Park Drive
Sacramento, CA 95818
916 448-7102

February 22, 2017

Amber Candela-Cooney

Acting Chief

State of California

The Resources Agency
Department of Water Resources
Delta Field Division

5280 Bruns Road

Byron, CA 94514-1917

Dear Ms. Candela-Cooney,

Thank you for your letter of 2-14-17. Unfortunately, your answers were vague. We hope you
can clarify your responses.

First you said “ | found that the Delta Field Division pPumps are maintaining ground water levels
at appropriate levels within our seepage basins and channels.” What does approopriate levels
mean? Can you quantify what an appropriate level is and why it is appropriate? Specifically,
how deep is “seep” pump 6? What type of pump is it? How far down do you drain the seepage
water? What is the purpose of “seep” 67

Next you said, “The seep basin is currently at the level it is supposed to be.” Again, what does
this mean? Please quantify what the levels are. What is the purpose of the seep basin?

Then you say “Based on the Field Division staff investigation, it does not appear that DWR
facilities are a source of seepage on your property.” Are you kidding? Where else would
seepage on farm land in the middle of Clifton Court come from except from the adjacent Clifton
Court Forebay? We have 635 acres of land surrounded by water on three sides: about a mile of
our property line is adjacent to Clifton Court Forebay; about a mile of our property line is
adjacent to Old River; about a half mile of our property line is adjacent to the Delta Mendota
Canal. Our only problems with seepage come from our fields that are adjacent to the Clifton
Court Forebay. We never had problems before the Forebay was built.

You may not be aware that when the State took half of our farm for the Forebay in the 1960's,
they mined sand from some of our condemned fields to make concrete treated base that they
used to line the Forebay. Knowing the concrete would fail and that part of the ground beneath
the Forebay was porous, my father requested a cutoff wall. He was denied. The improperly



built Clifton Court Forebay has leeked and caused problems ever since. DWR needs to install
more than one pump along our mile of property on the south side of Clifton Court. An effective
seepage pump would drain water from properties on both sides of the cyclone fence to a
farmable level.

This past year, our farmer was unable to grow the crops he planted on 25 acres of land due to
seepage. An additional 15 acres of crops were marginal due to seepage. We did not receive rent
on 25 acres, our farmer did not harvest crops as aresult of the Forebay leeking.

This summer at the California WaterFix hearings, DWR lawyer, Tripp Mizell, claimed that the
current State Water Project makes people whole if there are any injuries caused by its
operation.

We need to be made whole for the injuries we suffered, and we need to have the seepage issue
permanently fixed so that we will be able to farm all of our land in 2017,

We look forward to your timely reply.

Sincerely, ¢ T

| %74“ i {_Chuq k

Suzahne Womack

Cc William Croyle: - Acting Director DWR




